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Land dispute boils down to jobs

City wants area reserved
for “creative industry,’ not
huge retail complex

May 23, 2008 04:30 AM

DONOVAN VINCENT
CITY HALL BUREAU

Jobs, and what constitutes good
ones, have become key issues
in what's expected to be a 17-
week hearing at the Ontario
Municipal Board to decide the

A large retail complex, seen here in an artist%.!3s rendering, would create 2,000
jobs, say the landowners, who are courting Wal-Mart as a possible tenant.
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Toronto has said no to the proposed SmartCentres project,
shopping centre in Leslieville.
an anchor tenant.

a large
The company is courting Wal-Mart as

SmartCentres, which owns the land with Rose Corp., says 2,000
permanent retail jobs would be created, but the city wants the land
set aside for higher paying "creative industry" jobs, like film or
media.
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The property currently houses Toronto Film Studios, but that
operation will soon head south of Lake Shore Blvd. to the

ortlands.
P SPEAK OUT: LAND

DISPUTE

"It's not just the quantity of jobs but the quality that we as a

community have to carefully consider,” Eric Gillespie, lawyer for
the East Toronto Community Coalition, told the hearing, presided over by OMB vice -chair James
McKenzie.

"Good jobs mean good wages," Gillespie said in his opening remarks, adding the pay is higher in the
film and creative industry than retail. "This hearing is about a possible short -term fix versus a long -
term vision for the community."

SmartCentres lawyer Dennis Wood said his client's proposal offers "real jobs, not hoped -for jobs."

"Zero per cent of a good job isn't a job at all,” he told McKenzie,
adding: "l take exception to the denigration of retail
employment."”

Toronto's immaturity bound
up in the power of
unelected OMB

Wood said retail is an important contributor to overall

employment growth in the city.

If Toronto ever grows up, it won't
be until we get rid of the Ontario
Municipal Board.

City lawyer Brendan O'Callaghan argued the hearing ultimately
boils down to competing visions: "Where should employment go in the city ? Where should large -
format retail go? How should this employment district function ?

"It is very much the city's contention that the employment, the industry displaced by the power
centre will very much relocate out of Toronto, indeed move to Hamilton, Markham or Vaughan,"
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O'Callaghan said. "If we lose those 18 acres they will be lost forever. We can't reproduce that."

O'Callaghan said the city isn't trying to thwart SmartCentres in particular. "SmartCentres
in the City of Toronto, just not on this site." The city has 11 SmartCentres complexes already.

The hearing continues Monday.
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