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Former Toronto mayor David Crombie is backing the city's bid to keep a big-box
retail development out of the film studio district on Eastern Ave.

Crombie joins opposition to big-box mall
March 28, 2008

PAUL  MOLONEY
CITY HALL BUREAU

Former Toronto mayor David
Crombie is backing the city's bid to
keep a big-box retail development
out of the film studio district on
Eastern Ave.

At a news conference yesterday,
Crombie said he supports the city's
call for the provincial government
to intervene in the case, set for a
12-week hearing at the Ontario
Municipal Board starting May 20.

Crombie said plans to revitalize
the waterfront and projects such
as dismantling the eastern stump
of the Gardiner Expressway, weren't meant to make way for construction of 700,000
square feet of retail space and 2,000 parking spots on a 7.5-hectare site in Leslieville.

"We didn't take down the Gardiner, we didn't do all of that work over the last generation,
in order to provide for a suburban-style big box retail," Crombie said. "Its purpose was to
create ... a unique place on the waterfront where people can live, work and play.

"That's still the dream," he added. "That's still what Torontonians have been promised,
both in terms of provincial policies and in terms of municipal policies, and they deserve
no less."

Crombie was joined by prominent architect and urban designer Ken Greenberg, who said
the unelected OMB is too dominant. "The sad truth here is that the OMB has become the
de facto planning board for Toronto, a role that it was never set up to fulfill," Greenberg
said.

Mayor David Miller has written Ontario Municipal Affairs Minister Jim Watson, asking
Watson to consider declaring a provincial interest in the project. If an interest is
declared, which must happen at least 30 days before the May 20 hearing, the OMB
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doesn't get the last word. The provincial cabinet can endorse its decision, modify or
overturn it.

Councillor Paula Fletcher, who fears Eastern Ave. could become a big-box strip between
the Don River and Leslie St., said the city is awaiting the province's decision.

Meanwhile, developer Smart Centres says its $200 million project would provide 2,000
retail jobs and yield $4 million a year in property taxes for the city.

Smart Centres won't reveal a potential tenant list, but its centres are often anchored by a
Wal-Mart.


